
September 15, 2016 SBOE Update-   Testimony 

Karl Kanthak, Mt Pleasant School Board 

Thank you for the opportunity to talk.  I first addressed the board last November in Vancouver with the 

intent to alert you to the possible unintended consequences if a bill eliminating non-medical vaccine 

exemptions were passed.  California has now done so and can be a cautionary tale about the effects we 

can expect. 

Let me preface this by stating nothing I say today is intended to discourage anyone from vaccinating, I 

am strictly addressing the implementation complications of ending the nme. 

I have a bit of background reminder, and then newspaper articles to explore the issues. 

The CA bill was passed with the Legislature having what have turned out to be mistaken assumptions; 

 That legislation was somehow targeting and primarily impacting the fully unvaccinated.  It 

turns out that there are very few zero vaccine children in public schools, most of them are 

already in alternative education situations.  When the Washington school attendance rules were 

adopted in 1980 children received 4 to 7 injections- 3 or 4 DPT, an MMR or one each of a single 

measles, mumps, and rubella injection, and a couple of oral polio doses.  Today a Washington 

child who is in state licensed facilities from birth through High is subject to seven, 2 to 6 

injection vaccine series, a total of 26 injections.  An exemption is needed to skip any single 

injection in any series.  The typical exempting family is or has vaccinated, and is using an 

exemption to avoid a follow up in a series they think caused a reaction, or to avoid a specific 

series they do not agree with, usually the recently added Hepatitis B or Chicken Pox.  What does 

this look like in the real world?  Vashon Island is a 1600 or so student district.  In that district 

over 60 children are complete for the entire schedule except the Hepatitis B vaccine.  The at 

school infection risk for is so low a known infected Hepatitis B child is allowed unrestricted 

attendance, just like HIV positive students.  Banning nme could cost Vashon 60 FTE.  These 

children are absolutely no safety risk to the other children- even if they had Hepatitis B.  

Another example is Salmon Bay K-8 Alternative, a 600 student school, 40 children have all 

vaccines except Chicken Pox.  10 years ago Chicken Pox was not a requirement, 20 years ago the 

vaccine wasn’t licensed yet and the school was 100% unvaccinated for Chicken Pox.  Should 

these students be barred from school?  Is a family who is doing all but all 3 Hepatitis B 

injections, or both Chicken Pox injections a problem? 

 

Families will just start vaccinating if the law is changed. As seen above most of them already 

are or have vaccinated.  The social and medical pressure to vaccinate is immense, and no parent 

does so casually.  These are long considered decisions to which the parents are quite 

committed.  In California parents are moving to alternative education in record numbers, and 

some are even leaving the state.  This has put schools and districts in a difficult position.  

 

Please be certain that education interests are properly represented in any discussions. 
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�������� interesting how this is playing out, (in CA) including the Vacaville example of a 
parallel system	.�http://www.dailyrepublic.com/news/vacaville/vacaville-schools-provide-learning-options-for-children-not-vaccinated/   

 �I do agree - based on our previous discussion - with you that you are proposing a common 
sense solution for small school districts	.   
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I am working on a proposal for the WSSDA legislative committee regarding vaccine exemptions 
rules. 

If you don't mind answering, did you know that your district was being cited by proponents of 
legislation last year as an excessively high exemption rate district, without disclosing your small 
enrollment number? 

Do you agree with their assessment that your school is in potential danger due to vaccine 
exemptions? 

Do you agree with their proposed solution, that you exclude from school any children who have 
less than all of the 16 (K-5) injections or 17 (6th to 12th grade) injections ���������	��
������ 

�������
�����
�*�������������2��

��	���	���	�����	��	���	��������	�����	�����	���	��������.   Specifically, regarding vaccinations, if 
legislation was able to exclude children who aren't vaccinated by state requirements, our school 
WOULD be in danger.  We do have a high number of "opt outs" from parents who feel the state 
invades their personal rights to privacy and freedom to choose for themselves.  If the role of the 
state is to educate every child, it seems they're undermining their own role.  Also, if a family 
chooses not to vaccinate, it only hurts themselves.  The others who are vaccinated shouldn't have 
to worry.  Students need to be in school.  Please continue to work for the students.  Changing the 
requirements to make things more restrictive isn't going to change these families out here.  If 
anything, they'll pull their kids out of school and home school them, which only hurts the kids 
socially.  It also puts small rural schools under more pressure to have enough students to stay 
�����	�����	�������	��	������ 

+��������*���	���,���������������������2�

�I did not know any of the information cited �. Due to our small numbers and the fact that just 
one large family could skew our percentages, it would seem unreasonable to me that our data be 
used without disclosing our enrollment. Because our school is small, it is quite easy to mitigate 
danger. It would be detrimental for our small school to be required to exclude students with less 
than the 16 required number of immunizations. 

 I am including our board in this email. Are there any steps you suggest for our board/school 
district to respond to the potential legislation?� 
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HEALTH CARE OUTCOMES: PREVENTIVE HEALTH 

CHILDHOOD IMMUNIZATIONS – COMBO 10  

Product lines BCN Commercial 

Source HEDIS 

Description 

The percentage of children 2 years of age who meet the combination 10 criteria on or before 
their second birthday: 

• (4) DTaP* vaccinations 

• (3) IPV* vaccinations 

• (1) MMR vaccination 

• (1) VZV vaccination 

• (3) HiB* vaccinations 

• (3) Hepatitis B vaccinations 

• (4) PCV* vaccinations 

• (1) HepA vaccination 

• (2 or 3) RV* vaccinations 

• (2) Influenza** vaccinations 

*Vaccinations administered prior to 42 days after birth are not counted as a numerator hit. 

**Vaccinations administered prior to 180 days after birth are not counted as a numerator hit. 

Continuous enrollment Must be continuously enrolled 12 months prior to child’s second birthday 

Age criteria Children who turn 2 years of age during 2016 

Exclusionary criteria Children who are documented with an anaphylactic reaction to the vaccine or its components 

Numerator The number of children who completed vaccinations as defined above 

Denominator The eligible population 

Level of measure Provider level 

Target: COMM 63% 

Payout: COMM $400 per Combo 10 completed for each eligible member 
 

  2016 PROVIDER INCENTIVE PROGRAM 15 
 


